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of the Grow Native! Program



Celebrating  
15 Years of the  

Grow Native! Program
The Missouri Prairie Foundation recognizes  

the history of this native plant education  
and marketing program, which is setting  
a strong path for native plant promotion  

into the future.
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History of Grow Native!

Since August 8, 2000, the Grow Native! program has promoted the 
use of native plants in urban and rural settings throughout 
Missouri. While its breadth has widened over the years in terms of 
stakeholders and types of native plant practitioners, the mission of 

the Grow Native! program remains the same: to demonstrate the importance 
and value of native plants for environmental health and to increase their use 
in all developed landscapes—rural, suburban, and urban.

While numerous organizations educate the public about the value of 
native plants, the two-pronged approach of the Grow Native! program 
is unique. Not only does the program help drive demand for natives, via 
consumer education about the benefits of native plants, it also helps increase 
the supply of natives by working with garden centers, wholesale growers, and 
related businesses to provide gardeners, landscape professionals, and land 
managers ready access to these plants.

This concept was developed in 1999 by two visionaries, Cheryl Riley and 
Judy Allmon, when, with the support of the Conservation Federation of 
Missouri (CFM), under the direction of Executive Director Deirdre Hirner, 
they developed Bring Nature Home, a program that included workshops and 
publications demonstrating how to use native plants, and brought together a 
network of native plant retailers. Riley credits Allmon as the prime mover for 
the marketing concept and Allmon credits Riley as the chief cultivator of the 
teaching components.

Allmon and Riley met when the two were working for the Missouri 
Department of Conservation in the early 1970s and 1980s. “We were two 
of maybe six women on the staff,” Allmon recalled and adds that her love of 
gardening came from her mother, who preferred plants that were practical 

and durable. Her appreciation for 
native plants arose when she became 
interested in how plants and animals 
benefitted one another. The more 
she learned, the more her passion for 
native plants developed.

In the late 1980s, both Riley and 
Allmon moved out of state—Allmon 
to the West Coast and Riley to the 
East Coast—but the friendship they 
had formed remained steady, and 
when both returned to Missouri in 
the early 1990s, they reconnected 
in Jefferson City.  “Cheryl told me 
she planned to promote a version of 
the National Wildlife Federation’s 
Wildlife Habitat program, and we 
discussed ways to make it unique. I 
suggested including the business side 
with the thought that educating the 
public and promoting habitat was 
only as good as the ability of the public to obtain the plants and landscaping 
advice. Cheryl agreed,” Allmon said. It was with those goals in mind that the 
two developed Bring Nature Home for CFM.

One of the components of Bring Nature Home was a 22-page booklet 
that, at the request of Allmon and Riley, was developed by Dave Tylka, a 
biologist, biology instructor, and native plant advocate. Titled Bring Nature 
Home: Gardening for Wildlife: Your Guide to Success, it described various 
wildlife habitats and how to create them in a variety of landscapes, such as 
sunny and shady. The booklet was the precursor of Native Landscaping for 
Wildlife and People: How to Use Native Midwestern Plants to Beautify Your 
Property and Benefit Wildlife, which Tylka completed in 2002, when it was 
published by the Missouri Department of Conservation. Some consider it 
the go-to book for gardening with native plants and refer to the tables in it 
before making gardening decisions.

Excited about the prospects of the unique educational and marketing 
strategy they had developed, Allmon and Riley were disappointed in early 
2000, when CFM notified them it was ending the Bring Nature Home 
program. Riley took a job with Pheasants Forever and moved out of state,  
so finding a new sponsor became Allmon’s quest. 
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tHe Missouri DepartMeNt of CoNservatioN years

George Seek, a long-time Missouri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) employee, recalled that Allmon made a pitch to several MDC 

divisions without success. However, when she approached the newly formed 
Private Land Services Division, she found leaders who shared her vision. Her 
emphasis on cooperating with garden centers, wholesale growers, and related 
businesses—which gave a marketing spin to a familiar concept—intrigued 
Private Land Services Division Administrator George Seek and Section 
Chief Steve Young. They saw an opportunity to advance conservation 
principles with the public by creating new “staff members”: native plant-
savvy associates at retail garden centers.

“It sounded like a program that would help handle—in a long-term, 
strategic fashion—invasive species and lack of diversity within grasslands,” 
Seek said. Seek took the proposal to Jerry Conley, MDC director at the time, 
who gave it his stamp of approval. Private Land Services funded a position 
and provided operating funds to get the program up and running. 

The first advisory committee meeting was in early August and by 
September, Bring Nature Home had been rebranded as Grow Native! The 
committee sent a membership recruitment letter to native plant vendors 
throughout the state, and Bill Ruppert, a representative of National Nursery 
Products, organized a wholesale grower meeting at his home in Kirkwood. 

By the end of 2000, the groundwork for the program was in place. “Judy 
ran hard with the program,” Seek said. “She hired consultants to develop 
a website, a logo, and do strategic planning. She recruited businesses that 
would promote the value of natives. We considered branding Grow Native! 
as an MDC program that could be shared with other states for a unified 
national program.”

The consultants included Duane Dyer, who assisted with the business 
plan, and Natalia Hamill, who worked with marketing strategies, including 
the Grow Native! website. Allmon also spearheaded a project with Stacy 
Armstrong from the Missouri Department of Transportation to increase 
native plant use on rights-of-way. The pilot program included four highway 
interchanges.

Those familiar with native plants know the concept of “the first year 
they sleep, the second year they creep, and the third year they leap.” Allmon 
describes becoming part of MDC as the year the program leaped. “Anita 
Gorman, an MDC commissioner at the time, was an angel,” Allmon says. 
“She liked the program and helped it blossom.”

During this period of growth, Grow Native! was a 2003 finalist in the 
Council of State Governments Innovations Award program, recognizing 
it as one of the top 10 state programs in the country. The award saluted the 
value of the education, demonstration, and marketing techniques Grow 
Native! used to boost consumer and commercial demand for native plants 
and help consumers find native plant materials and landscape professionals.

At MDC, management was changing. Conley retired, and John Hoskins 
replaced him and decided the marketing aspect of Grow Native! had to 
leave MDC. Hoskin’s directive was to move marketing to the Missouri 
Department of Agriculture (MDA) or drop the program, Allmon recalls.

proGraM Dual MaNaGeMeNt

The formal announcement of Grow Native! dual management came in 
September 2004 in a letter from MDA announcing that Grow Native! 

was to be a joint program of MDC and MDA. MDC would continue to 
educate the public about the benefits of using native plants and to provide 
information on how to use native plants in various landscapes. MDA would 
support a network of wholesale seed growers, nursery professionals, plant ma-
terial retailers, landscape architects, and landscape designers who were Grow 
Native! professional members—a designation that assured buyers the plant 
materials provided by these vendors were Missouri natives, and not cultivars.

When the marketing portion of Grow Native! moved to MDA in 2004, 
Allmon went with it. The MDC educational aspect, with Bonnie Chasteen 
as communication specialist, moved to the Outreach and Education Division 
of MDC, which was supervised by Lorna Domke. In July 2004, Barbara 
Fairchild replaced Chasteen at MDC and Anne Wilkinson, a private 
consultant, conducted a study of the native plant industry in Missouri and 
discovered it was the fifth largest agricultural industry by dollar volume.

Another personnel change took place in 2005 when Allmon resigned 
from her position at MDA to follow other pursuits. She was replaced by 
Tammy Bruckerhoff. For the next four years, Bruckerhoff and Fairchild 

Grow Native!  
Educational Materials
Educational handouts are a key component 
to reaching the public. In the past 15 years, 
Grow Native! has developed and distributed 
many publications, including these:

• Natives for Your Home 
• Natives for Your Small Acreage 
• Natives for Your Farm 
• Native Plant Rain Gardens 
• Native Plants for Your Landscape
• Grow Native! Rack Card
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worked together to expand the reach of Grow Native! The two agreed that 
workshops should not be limited to Kansas City and St. Louis and designed 
a workshop format entitled “Landscape Design with Missouri in Mind” that 
was taken to the four corners of the state and places in between. At MDA, 
Bruckerhoff continued to add new native plant tags to the Grow Native! 
inventory, update the Buyer’s Guide (a listing of Grow Native! professional 
members and their products) and organize an annual member meeting that 
introduced cutting-edge ideas to members. In an effort to expand an interest 
in native plants, she launched research into their use as cut flowers. For four 
years, Marilyn O’Neal of Missouri State University studied the ability of a 
variety of native plant flowers to survive in floral arrangements. 

At MDC, Fairchild, working with the Private Land Services Division, put 
together a Seedling ID Guide for Native Prairie Plants to help MDC private 
lands staff identify seedlings in the field. The guide includes 40 species and 
photos of them at the seedling, juvenile, and mature stages, along with a 
photo of a distinguishing characteristic of each plant. It also included written 
descriptions and comments.

Fairchild also wrote a handbook for home gardeners and landscape 
enthusiasts wanting to landscape with native plants. Tried and True Missouri 
Native Plants for Your Yard helps landowners select the right plant for 
their growing conditions. She also developed monthly native plant articles 
in Missouri Ruralist, a magazine with statewide circulation; Kansas City 
Gardener magazine; and the monthly newsletter of Gardeners Connect, also a 
Kansas City publication.

Another joint effort of MDA and MDC was installing a native plant 
garden at the Missouri State Fairgrounds in Sedalia, MO. A statewide 
contest sought design ideas; the winner was Josh Rathert, who was also 
instrumental in its installation. 

Landscape Design  
with Missouri in  
Mind Grow Native! 
workshops were 
designed by the dual 
Grow Native! team  
of the Missouri Depart-
ments of Conserva-
tion and Agriculture. 
Pictured from left are 
Barbara Fairchild, 
Susan Bennett, and  
Tammy Bruckerhoff.

Installing a native 
plant garden 
at the Missouri 
State Fairgrounds 
was a joint effort 
of the Missouri 
Departments of 
Conservation and 
Agriculture.

Tammy Bruckerhoff and Barbara Fairchild established a program of native plant 
makeovers for homeowners. The competitive challenge helped bring more natives 
into neighborhoods, and the program continues today in partnership with St. Louis 
Wild Ones and Shaw Nature Reserve.
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8:00 a.m. Registration

8:30 a.m. Native Landscaping—A Natural Way to Spice Up Life

  Dave Tylka

9:45 a.m. Break/Visit Exhibitors

10:15 a.m. Know the Lay of Your Land

     Mike Leahy, Missouri Department of Conservation

11:15 a.m. Landscaping with Native Trees

  Ann Koenig, Missouri Department of Conservation

Noon  Lunch/visit exhibits

1:00 p.m. Storm Water Management 

  Jon Wingo, DJM Ecological Services

2:00 p.m. Low Maintenance Plants for Large-Scale Projects

  Scott Woodbury, Shaw Nature Reserve

2:45 p.m. Break/Visit Exhibitors

3:00 p.m. Putting it All Together

  Mervin Wallace, Missouri Wildflowers Nursery

4:00 p.m. Visit vendors/program ends

Agenda
Friday, March 9 Dave Tylka sets the stage for this workshop 

using his book, Native Landscaping for 

Wildlife and People, as the foundation for his 

presentation. Subtitled How to Use Native 

Midwestern Plants to Beautify Your Property 

and Benefit Wildlife, the book guides the 

reader through the steps needed to build 

a successful native plant garden. The book 

also includes tables that help landscape 

professionals and home gardeners understand 

the use and benefits (to landowner 

and wildlife) of using native plants. 

As part of your registration, you will receive the 

companion book, Tried and True: Native Plants 

for Your Landscape. This book contains four-color 

photos of more than 100 native plants, along 

with cultural information about each of them.

During a series of hour-long presentations,  

you’ll learn:

•  the benefits of landscaping 

with native plants

•  about your local native plant communities

•  how to select trees for public spaces

•  detailed information for 

managing storm water

•  how to choose low-maintenance 

plants for large projects

•  the joy of putting it all together

A Practical Application Workshop

For Landscape Professionals

Friday, March 9, 2012

Bradford Research and Extension Center

4968 Rangeline Road

Columbia, Missouri

Landscape Design with Missouri in Mind is sponsored by 

Missouri Department of Conservation and Grow Native!.



A team of Missouri  
Department of Conservation 
staff, Grow Native! profes-
sional members, and Missouri 
Prairie Foundation representa-
tives sheperded the transition 
of Grow Native! from the 
public sector to the Missouri 
Prairie Foundation. Pictured 
from left, back row: Devin 
Chandler, Bill Ruppert, Mervin 
Wallace, Barbara Fairchild; 
front row: Elliott Duemler,  
Doris Sherrick, Betty Grace, 
Patty Lynch, Carol Davit.
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To bring native plants into neighborhoods, Bruckerhoff and Fairchild 
worked with agencies and organizations throughout the state to offer native 
plant makeovers to front yards. Homeowners submitted applications, and the 
makeover team chose a winner. The most successful collaboration was with 
the St. Louis Wild Ones, who enthusiastically coordinated the marketing, 
plant and hardscape material sourcing, and the final installation. Other 
makeovers were done in Farmington, St. Joseph, Columbia, and Kansas City.

To help landscape professionals understand the use of native plants in 
landscapes, Bruckerhoff organized “Get Acquainted” tours designed to 
showcase native plants in commercial settings. Landscape professionals 
throughout the state attended tours in their areas, which included St. Louis, 
Springfield, and Columbia. Bruckerhoff also developed marketing support 
materials, visited Grow Native! members and represented Grow Native! at 
trade shows and the Missouri State Fair, and led the organization of the 
Missouri Native Seed Association.

A 2003 survey of native plant vendors showed that sales of native plant 
materials and services contributed $9.17 million to Missouri’s economy. 
A 2008 survey of native plant vendors showed $15.5 million in sales—a 
nearly 70 percent increase in the contribution of native plants to Missouri’s 
economy. This statistic indicated that native plants were being installed in 
landscapes at an increasing rate. 

MoviNG to tHe private seCtor

By 2010, support for Grow Native! by MDA administration was waning. 
Bruckerhoff left MDA and the Grow Native! program in June to take 

a job in her hometown, and Charlie Hopper became the GN! contact at 
MDA. In January 2011, MDA severed its connection with the program. 
MDC Grow Native! staff stepped up and assumed many of the MDA 
responsibilities, which included organizing an annual member meeting to 
provide professional development and networking opportunities, receiving 
membership fees, and processing plant tag orders.

MDC, however, also was looking at moving the program out of its agency. 
For the next year, Fairchild and Syd Hime, MDC educational outreach 
coordinator, explored ways to ease Grow Native! out of government and into 
the private sector. They formed the Grow Native! transition team comprised 
of leaders in the native plant industry, hired a professional strategic planning 
firm to facilitate the process, and interviewed the leadership of organizations 
as candidates to provide an administrative home for the program moving 
forward. 

a perfeCt MatCH

Because of its complimentary goal of protecting biodiversity in the state, 
the Missouri Prairie Foundation (MPF) emerged as the ideal and logical 

choice. Grow Native! ended ties with MDC on June 30, 2012, and MPF, under 
the guidance of Executive Director Carol Davit, picked up the reins July 1, 2012.

At MPF, Grow Native! is overseen by a committee of dedicated native 
plant advocates and landscape green industry professionals who continue 
the important task of educating homeowners and landowners about the 
importance of incorporating native plants into the landscape, in urban, 
suburban, and rural settings. The service area of Grow Native! also expanded 
its geographic reach to include Missouri, eastern Kansas, northern Arkansas, 
and southern Illinois, collectively recognized as the “lower Midwest.”

Since bringing Grow Native! into its organization, MPF, through its Grow 
Native! Committee, has expanded the avenues by which it operates and pro-
motes the use of native plants. It added more professional member categories 
and developed a sponsors program. It organizes Grow Native! plant sales and 
has consulted with community colleges to expand native plant education in 
horticultural programs. The program conducts workshops annually to provide 
homeowners, landowners, and professionals with specific, practical information 
on plant choice and maintenance, conversion of non-native habitat to native 
landscapes, and landscape design. Workshop attendees range from landscape 
architects, wildlife enthusiasts, stormwater management professionals, home 
gardeners, municipal planners and park administrators, and livestock producers. 

Grow Native! provides articles for several garden and farm publications 
about how to use native plants, as well as a Grow Native! article in every issue 
of the Missouri Prairie Journal. It creates several Top Ten native plants lists 
annually—such as Top Ten Natives for Pollinators—for specific landscaping 
and ecological purposes. These lists give gardeners who are beginning a native 
landscape a starting point that doesn’t require second guessing. 
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FEATURED CATEGORY: 

COMPANION PLANTS FOR  

PURPLE CONEFLOWER (Echinacea purpurea) 

Attractive Blooming • Attracts Butterflies and Bees

NATIVE PLANT NAME HEIGHT SHADE UNIQUE QUALITY

Grow Native! is a native plant education and marketing program of the

A Grow Native! Top 10 List

American aloe  

(Manfreda virginica)
6"

part
Yellow-green fragrant flowers. 

Moth pollinated. 

Butterfly milkweed 

(Asclepias tuberosa)
18–20" part

Orange flowers in early summer. 

Monarch larval host.

False sunflower  

(Heliopsis helianthoides)
3–4'

part
Yellow daisy-like flowers. 

Butterfly/bee magnet.

Star tickseed  

(Coreopsis pubescens)
2–3' part/full Blooms 3 to 4 months. 

Purple coneflower  

(Echinacea purpurea)
2–3'

part
Long bloom time. Used for 

common colds.

Purple poppy mallow 

(Callirhoe involucrata)
1'

part
Groundcover. Blooms 2 to 3 

months. 

Royal catchfly  

(Silene regia)

3–4'
part Red flowers early summer.

Slender mountain mint 

(Pycnanthemum 

tenuifolium)

18"
part

Fine texture. Butterfly/bee 

magnet.

Hoary skullcap  

(Scutellaria incana)
2–3' part/full Drought tolerant. Bee pollinated.

Wild Bergamot  

(Monarda fistulosa)
3–4'

part
Pink flowers June–July. Butterfly 

magnet.

Help  
sustain  
monarchs  
with  
milkweeds  
and nectar  
plants 

2015 Grow Native!Resource Guideto suppliers of native plant products and services

Manage  
stormwater

Plant  
edibles for  

people

Add  
beauty and  

enhance  
quality  
of life

Choose native plants for• landscaping
• farms, forage, and food• water protection

• pollinator and wildlife habitat
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Grow Native! Workshops and Other Outreach Events

•  Keynote address at North American 
Prairie Conference

•  Presentation for Master Gardener 
Advanced Training

•  Presentation for the American 
Horticultural Society’s Nation Children 
and Youth Garden Symposium

•  Rain garden workshops for MDC 
personnel, a session for private land 
conservationists and protection agents, 
and advanced training for MDC staff

•  Training sessions for Missouri 
Department of Transportation 
employees in St. Louis and  
Cape Girardeau

• Four-day workshop for FFA instructors
•  Get-Acquainted Tour for industry 

professionals in central Missouri,  
St. Louis, and Springfield

•  Since 2012, a variety of Grow  
Native! workshops—on rain gardening, 
bioswale design, converting fescue 
to natives, natives for pollinators, 
and other topics, have been held 
in Lawrence, KS; Neosho, MO; 
Independence, MO; Columbia, MO; 
Gray Summit, MO; and Gerald, MO.

•  Native plant tracts at the Western 
Nursery and Landscape Association’s 
annual professional trade show.

Grow Native! began organizing a 
native education tract at the Western 
Nursery and Landscape Association 
annual professional trade show in 2013, 
with speakers, from left, Elliott Duemler, 
Bill Ruppert, and Dr. Chip Taylor, 
speaking on milkweeds and monarchs. 

Bruckerhoff and Fairchild created a day-long 
workshop format called “Landscape Design 
with Missouri in Mind,” to encourage Missouri 
residents to use native plants in their land-
scapes. It was presented in Springfield,  
St. Joseph, Kirksville, Cape Girardeau, Rolla, 
Jefferson City, Warrensburg, Farmington, 
Lee’s Summit, Lake Ozark, and Columbia. 
Other educational events have included:

The program publishes an annual printed Grow Native! Resource 
Guide—a listing of the products and services offered by Grow Native! pro-
fessional members, which is distributed throughout the lower Midwest. This 
outreach tool is available at trade shows and conferences, and points consum-
ers to the native plant database at www.grownative.org, an invaluable resource 
for homeowners, landowners and landscape professionals. Detailed Resource 
Guide information is also kept up-to-date on the Grow Native! website. 

The program continues to coordinate the Grow Native! plant tag 
program—and in 2014 developed a Monarch Café line of plant tags for 
milkweed species—to help Grow Native! growers market these plants.  
A Pollinator Buffet line of tags is in development in 2015.

As part of MPF, Grow Native! has a presence with exhibits at green 
industry trade shows and conferences, at consumer lawn and garden events, 
natural resource and conservation professional conferences, community 
festivals, and at events held by business partners, like Bass Pro Shops®, 
Whole Foods Market®, and LUSH Fresh Handmade Cosmetics. 

The Grow Native! program began refurbishing the native plant garden at 
the Missouri State Fairgrounds in 2015. Centrally located in a circle drive 
of a fairgrounds entrance, fair attendees walk or drive by it as they enter and 
exit the fairground. The same year, Grow Native! commissioned the design 
of an extensive native landscaping project, including bioswales, at George 
Owen Nature Park in Independence, MO. 

Top Ten Natives lists, the annual Resource 
Guide, and specialty plant tags, like the 
Monarch Café series, are all Grow Native! 
products designed to increase the supply of 
and demand for natives—to grow native busi-
nesses and to help sustain the web of life.

Since 2012, the Grow Native! program has 
expanded its range of activities and out-
reach. Above left, the Missouri Prairie Foun-
dation organized booths in both St. Louis 
Whole Foods Market® stores in 2013, with 
information on Grow Native! made available 
to customers. Lower left, a Grow Native! 
Converting Cropland and Fescue to Native 
Grasses and Forbs workshop was held  
on a private landowner’s property, so  
participants could learn about land  
management techniques in person.  
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A Grow Native! field tour was held on 
the property of Bill and Becky Ambrose 
in 2014, for citizens to learn how the 
couple used natives to restore glades, 
provide healthy forage for cattle, and 
stabilize a stream bank.
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In 2015, Grow Native! also launched a new endeavor: serving as the home 
of a Missouri Invasive Exotic Plant Species Task Force, which Grow Native! 
spearheaded to help advocate for invasive species identification and control. 
Members of the task force include representatives from federal and state 
conservation, agriculture, and transportation agencies, U.S. National Guard, 
academia, the nursery industry, and many others. 

prepariNG for a stroNG future for Natives

To set a clear course for future growth, in 
2015, a Strategic Planning team of Grow 

Native! Committee members met four times to 
develop a 2016–2020 Grow Native! Strategic 
Plan, and presented the final plan to professional 
members at the November 4, 2015 Grow Native! 
member conference. Overarching goals in the 
plan are as follows:

Organizational Goals – the following will be achieved
1.  Increased visibility and acceptance of Grow Native! as the go-to native 

plant authority in the Lower Midwest. 
2.  Expanded interaction and collaboration with organizations, groups, and 

individuals.
3.  Increased consumer education of native plants, their benefits, uses, and 

maintenance. 

Operational Goals – the following will be achieved
4. Expanded staff to achieve program and administrative goals.
5.  Developed a secure and diversified revenue stream to fund programs and 

operations.

As Grow Native! grows through its second decade, it continues to provide 
quality native plant information and educational opportunities that will 
increase the demand for and supply of native plants, products and services, 
and is honing its approach to reach new audiences and sectors of society, to 
have an even more effective impact and bring the benefits of natives to more 
people. 

Grow Native!’s work will help cover the lower Midwest with the bright 
yellow flowers of squaw weed, celandine poppy and yellow coneflower, lush 
green fields of prairie dropseed and little bluestem, the delicate blossoms of 
the fringe tree and flowering dogwood, and the brilliant autumn splendor of 
American basswood and black gum trees. let’s Grow Native! 

Grow Native!  
Ambassador Award recipients
2003  Bill Ruppert and George Seek  (Vision Award)

2004 Wayne Lovelace (Vision Award)

2005 Steve Flick

2006 None

2007  Renee Jean, Farmington, for a series of newspaper articles promoting native 
plants and for coordinating Grow Native! activities in the Farmington area

2008  Betty Grace, Albany, for her work in demonstrating the use of native plants 
in public places and for designing a front yard makeover in St. Joseph

2009  St. Louis Wild Ones for the ongoing efforts to assist support for Landscape 
Challenge makeovers in St. Louis

2010  John Alberici, St. Louis, for his ongoing support of native plants in the 
landscape surrounding the Alberici corporate headquarters around his office 
building and for being generous with the use of his building for native plant 
meetings and conference

2011  Mervin Wallace, Brazito, for putting his passion for native plants to practical 
use by promoting them throughout the state

2012  Kay Johnson, for his many accomplishments in the field of native landscaping 
and native habitat restoration, including at Hickory Hills Middle School and 
Holland Elementary School in Springifeld, MO, as well as for his decade-
long efforts at the South Creek Corridor, working with the City of Spring-
field’s Department of Public Works to maintain the upper reaches of the 
corridor as a natural system

2013  Bill Ruppert, for constructive support and professional expertise in the  
successful transition of Grow Native! from the Missouri Departments of  
Conservation and Agriculture to its current association with the Missouri 
Prairie Foundation; for his efforts to introduce new sectors of the landscaping 
industry, such as the turf industry, to native landscaping; for his advocacy for 
native plants to be included in landscaping at the Gateway Arch grounds; 
and for his work to incorporate more native plant curricula into horticultural 
programming at St. Louis Community College 

2014  Terry Winkelmann, for her promotion of native plant gardening in her  
St. Louis Sustainable Backyard initiative and annual tour, which exposes 
thousands of people to first-hand examples of back yards environmental 
sustainability

2015  Bob Lee, a Missouri Master Naturalist, for creating the Missourians for  
Monarchs initiative, which involved joining forces with Missouri Master 
Gardeners and Federated Garden Clubs, and becoming a unified, statewide 
army of people to plant milkweeds, educate on how to grow them, stress the 
importance of milkweed and native nectar plants, collect seed, and distribute 
plants statewide
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Grow Native!  
Native Plant Pioneer Awardees

As part of the 15th Anniversary celebration of Grow  
Native!, the program honored individuals who were  
instrumental in promoting native plants before there was 
a Grow Native! program. Awards were announced and 
bestowed at the Missouri Prairie Foundation Annual Dinner 
at Unity Village, Kansas City, on November 6, 2015.
The following individuals were honored for their work that was foundational to the 
knowledge and use of native plants in natural and developed landscapes.

STEVE CLUBINE served as the Missouri Department of Conservation’s grassland 
biologist for 32 years before retiring in 2010. Clubine preached the use of native 
prairie grasses and forbs as viable alternatives to the use of exotic species, in-
grained in the thinking and practice of forage professionals in grassland landscape 
management in Missouri. As a prodigious reader and networker, Clubine gathered, 
interpreted, and shared the results of grassland, livestock, and forage research 
from myriad sources. For decades, he published the quarterly statewide Native 
Warm Season Grass Newsletter that dispensed the lessons he gleaned, and which, 
at its peak, reached more than 4,000 landowners and staff in conservation agen-
cies across the state and country. During the 1980s Clubine helped the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Army establish a comprehensive grassland management plan for Fort 

Leonard Wood. His work with the Missouri Department of Transportation resulted 
in the expanded use of native grasses and wildflowers along Missouri roadsides. 
Clubine had tremendous influence on state and federal grassland program policy, 
including the development of many technical practice standards. He helped develop 
and implement the Partners for Wildlife and Native Prairie Restoration Incentive 
Programs, Missouri’s first cost-share practices aimed at improving privately owned 
native prairie for grassland wildlife. Clubine believed that a clearer understanding 
and better practices of grassland wildlife and land management derived not from 
tradition or habit, but through scientific research. His efforts gained him the respect 
of his associates and the public, earned him a wide range of honors, and ushered 
in sweeping expansion and improvements to knowledge about and management of 
native grasslands.

BILL AND JOYCE DAVIT began promoting and planting natives in the 1970s—
collecting seed along remnant strips of prairie along railroad tracks, germinating 
native trees, one seed at a time, and promoting natives, to one person at a time. In 
their quiet, steadfast way, the couple contributed to changing attitudes and, along 
with others, launching a movement. At Shaw Nature Reserve in Gray Summit, MO, 
where they lived and worked, they contributed to the restoration and reconstruc-
tion of numerous native landscapes. These native habitats and gardens at Shaw 
have introduced and taught hundreds of thousands of visitors about the value of 
native plants. Their work included conducting prairie tours and wildflower walks to 
win over more people to natives, and decades in the greenhouse, growing natives, 
and in the field, managing prairie plantings—learning as they went. In addition, Bill 
was a knowledgeable resource in choosing plants for inclusion in the native plant 
collection at the University of Missouri–Columbia’s Woodland and Floral Gardens, 
constructed in the late 1970s. Bill also established native prairie and woodland 
plantings at the Litzsinger Road Ecology Center in St. Louis in the 1990s. Joyce’s 
contributions also include the germination and cultivation of thousands of natives for 
Heartland Prairie at Gordon Moore Park and rare species for the Center for Plant 
Conservation.

EDGAR DENISON (deceased) was a conservationist, amateur botanist, and 
naturalist, and an early proponent of using native plants in cultivated landscapes. 
He advocated for preserving and restoring biodiversity in natural and disturbed 
habitats. He wrote the text and provided many illustrations and photographs for 
the popular field guide, Missouri Wildflowers, published in 1972 by the Missouri 
Department of Conservation. Now in its 6th edition, the book has sold more than 
100,000 copies and has introduced thousands of people to the beauty and wonder 
of Missouri’s native plants. Denison was born in Stuttgart, Germany in 1904, and 
acquired an early interest in nature on frequent trips to Switzerland with his father. 
He immigrated to St. Louis in 1927. In America, he continued to study nature and 
share his knowledge with others. He planted more than 1,000 species in his per-
sonal garden in Kirkwood. Denison was a founding member of the Missouri Native 
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and committees working to improve the quality of Missouri’s native plant materials. 
They encourage the expanse of grasslands to restore degraded landscapes and 
benefit wildlife, and educate livestock producers about the benefits of native grasses 
as forage. Their business has expanded into a family operation that now includes 
their grown children. The Hamiltons increasingly reach out to the public, through 
their website, e-newsletters, field days and more, to help others successfully plant 
and manage natives in landscapes large and small.

GREG HOSS was a forester with the Missouri Department of Conservation 
(now retired) who had a deep interest in native plants, especially their propagation 
and management. During the last ten years of his career, Hoss supervised the 
George White State Nursery. Under his leadership, the nursery phased out the 
production of exotic and non-native plants in favor of natives, and expanded the 
inventory to include many additional species of natives, shrubs as well as trees, 
such as spicebush, pawpaw, corkwood, and Carolina buckthorn. Where possible, 
Hoss obtained seed from Missouri sources. He cooperated on special projects with 
Missouri Department of Conservation area managers and other professionals at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden and Shaw Nature Reserve, to raise plants, such as native 
cane and prairie cordgrass, for special projects. He promoted special, low-cost plant 
bundles of several native species that made it practical for small landowners and 
suburban dwellers to plant native trees and shrubs on their property. Every year, the 
nursery provided a native tree to every fourth-grader in Missouri. Over his career, 
Hoss oversaw the production of millions of native trees, shrubs, and many grasses 
and forbs, which have enhanced Missouri’s landscape and benefitted wildlife and 
the public.

WAYNE LOVELACE pioneered the nursery production and wholesale/retail 
availability of an extensive list of Missouri native woody plants, particularly the 
Quercus (oak) genus, through his work at the Forrest Keeling Nursery in Elsberry, 
MO. In the aftermath of the massive tree death caused by the 1993 Midwest 
floods, Lovelace was spurred to develop something better than conventional bare 
root stock material—with its low survival rates and slow growth—for the massive 
replanting at hand. Lovelace developed a containerized growing system, which con-
centrated on enhancing root growth. Trees and shrubs propagated with this system, 
and planted according to Forrest Keeling’s recommendations, have a 95 percent 
survival rate and earlier maturation. Through the nursery’s specialization of the pro-
duction of native tree and shrub seedlings, native woody plant materials are avail-
able to everyone for large and small-scale landscape projects. Forrest Keeling has 
collaborated with other nurseries and with conservation and private organizations 
to facilitate wetland restoration, wildlife habitat development, degraded landscape 
renewal, and the regeneration of native hardwood trees in hostile environments.

FRANK OBERLE’S passion for the environment, particularly prairies, has been 
expressed through every facet of his life. His premier images of prairies and 
native plants illustrate magazines such as National Geographic and National 
Wildlife, and books including Tallgrass Prairie Wildflowers—A Field Guide of 

Plant Society and wrote many articles for its publication, Missouriensis. He was also 
active in the Missouri Prairie Foundation, which named one of its prairies in Barton 
County the Edgar and Ruth Denison Prairie in honor of him and his wife.

HENRY EILERS started the H.E. Nursery in Litchfield, Illinois in 1965, where he 
could apply his passion for horticulture and native plants as a profession. He was 
born in East Friesland, Germany in 1934, where his parents were dairy farmers. He 
credits his mother for giving him a love of wildflowers and nature. After high school 
he attended a horticultural trade school and then found work as a greenhouse 
manager. In 1955, Eilers immigrated to the United States and had various jobs in 
Litchfield, Illinois, until he decided to start his own business. As a nurseryman, he 
discovered and cultivated a selection of native sweet coneflower, which has become 
popular in horticulture: Rudbeckia subtomentosa ‘Henry Eilers’. He is an ardent 
advocate for protecting native plants in their natural settings, as well as for their 
use in horticulture. He spent 25 years convincing the City of Litchfield to preserve a 
tract of woodland and prairie. His success in that endeavor led to what is now the 
266-acre Henry Eilers Shoal Creek Conservation Area, which provides habitat for 
700 species of plants.

CINDY GILBERG (deceased) pursued a passion for horticulture and received a 
degree in ornamental horticulture from the University of Missouri-Columbia. She 
fine-tuned the art of gardening as co-owner of Gilberg Perennial Farms, a garden 
center that offered a wide array of unusual, hard-to-find perennials. Starting in 
1993, Gilberg began working with and for Shaw Nature Reserve on a variety 
of plant education endeavors, and also worked there designing, installing, and 
maintaining native plantings. In recent years, Gilberg was a native landscaping 
consultant, assisting people with landscape design, stormwater management, native 
plant landscaping, and the creation of habitat gardens. She was a past-president of 
the Greater St. Louis Horticulture Co-op, Midwest Director for the Perennial Plant 
Association, and a Grow Native! professional member. Gilberg’s ideas on native 
plants and landscaping were chronicled over the past decade through regular 
contributions to the Native Plant School Newsletter, Gateway Gardener, Healthy 
Planet, the Kansas City Gardener, Missouri Ruralist, and Ozark Living. She taught 
many horticulture classes, both residential and commercial, over the past 30 years. 
Gilberg worked hard, using her abundant talents, to teach people about the use of 
native plants, and to help professionals and amateurs work confidently with them.  

REx AND AMY HAMILTON began harvesting, cleaning, and selling native 
warm-season grass seed in 1981. When the Conservation Reserve Program, in the 
mid 1980s, created more demand for native grasses in an effort to reduce soil ero-
sion, the Hamiltons spent more time harvesting in the fields and took greater note 
of the wildflowers. They began harvesting forb seeds by hand in 1987. Soon, the 
Hamiltons began selling seeds and bare-root plants through a mail-order operation, 
numbering among the few sources in Missouri for consumers to purchase reliably 
good, pure native plants and seed. Throughout the years, the Hamiltons have pro-
moted the restoration of prairie landscapes, and have lent their voices to agencies 
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active in the Missouri Prairie Foundation. Toney served as “eyes in the field” for the 
Department’s Natural History Chief John Wylie, reporting to John on high quality 
prairies and other botanically rich tracts that came available for purchase in his 
region of the state. He and Wylie schemed, often successfully, to convince Depart-
ment administration of the merits of public ownership of these botanical gems. 
Paintbrush Prairie was one such tract.

DAVID TYLKA was the first St. Louis urban biologist for the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation and he has taught ecology and field courses in zoology and 
botany at St. Louis Community College at Meramec full-time for more than  
20 years. In the mid 1980s, Tylka was already putting together the first naturescap-
ing workshops and symposia in the region and urging the use of native plants in 
the urban landscape. Tylka also encouraged retail plant nurseries to grow and sell 
natives, and was instrumental in suggesting species and helping growers acquire 
seeds. George Yatskievych credits Tylka with very early impressing upon him the 
need to keep horticultural information in the revised edition of Steyermark’s Flora of 
Missouri. Tylka was an outspoken advocate of changing weed ordinances in local 
municipalities to make them friendlier to non-traditional landscaping, and brought in 
experts to help plead his case. At Meramec College, Tylka had substantial influence 
on the broad and dynamic horticulture program by including native plant materi-
als and philosophy in its associate’s degree curriculum, and through incorporating 
natives into the campus landscaping. Most Missourians know Tylka as the author 
of a ground-breaking book—Native Landscaping for Wildlife and People—which 
has been a great contribution to the native movement. Early on, Tylka advocated 
planting for pollinators and migratory birds, and for the beauty and advantages of 
native species for environmentally friendly, low-maintenance gardens.

MERVIN WALLACE is the owner of Missouri Wildflowers Nursery, which he 
started on his property south of Jefferson City in 1984. One of the pioneers in the 
native plant business, Wallace’s mission has been not only to grow and sell native 
plants, but also to teach Missourians about their value. He demonstrates the many 
ways natives can be used in home landscapes by creating gardens at the nursery, 
and helps people get started with natives by including a wealth of information in his 
catalog. About the same time Wallace started the nursery, the Missouri Department 
of Transportation began exploring ways to use native plants on roadsides. Many 
people, both in and outside MODOT, were less than enthusiastic about deliberately 
planting “weeds” along rights-of-way. Wallace knew that glade and dry prairie 
species would flourish on many roadsides and, using his own resources, started 
seeding areas on Highway 54, near the nursery in the mid-1980s. He gradually 
added miles south toward the Lake of the Ozarks and north toward Jefferson City. 
He also planted seeds on new construction in mid-Missouri along Highway 179 
and Highway 50. These plantings have flourished, and each spring motorists are 
treated to swaths of tickseed coreopsis, yellow and pale purple coneflower, purple 
beardtongue, and Missouri evening primrose. In his quiet way, Wallace has had a 
profound impact on Missouri’s native plants. To many, he is considered the Johnny 
Appleseed of Missouri’s native flora. 

Common Wildflowers and Plants of the Prairie Midwest. In 1993, Frank and his 
wife, Judy, purchased 300 acres of land in Adair County, and immediately began 
restoring the prairie landscape. Their efforts turned into a career calling, and 
Pure Air Seed was born, a business that provided native seed, plant materials, 
and consultations, all directed toward helping customers successfully establish 
and manage native grasslands. Frank worked with other Missouri native seed 
producers and collectors, and state and federal organizations, to establish the 
Missouri Native Seed Association in 2007. In 2011, Frank was the driving force in 
getting the Conservation Reserve Program Subcommittee established as part of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s State Technical Committee. Oberle has 
given freely of his time and knowledge to improve the Grassland Reserve Program, 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, and Habitat Incentives Program. All 
Frank’s endeavors have advanced the public’s understanding and appreciation of 
native prairie plants. He never tires of helping others appreciate nature and guides 
their efforts to successfully restore the native landscape and extend the use of 
natives in developed landscapes.

CARL SETTERGREN (deceased) was affiliated with the University of Missouri 
for more than 50 years. As a professor in the Department of Forestry in the School 
of Natural Resources, his career was marked with distinction and excellence. He 
received his bachelor’s degree in forestry in 1958 and master’s degree of forestry 
in 1960, and became a member of the MU faculty, teaching and conducting re-
search in forest ecology and watershed management. He earned his Ph.D. in forest 
hydrology from Colorado State University in 1967. His research and scholarship 
made important contributions to the field, including the publication of Trees of Mis-
souri, which he co-authored, an important early book on native trees in Missouri. 
It was an invaluable resource in researching plants for inclusion in the native plant 
collection at the MU Woodland and Floral Gardens, constructed in the 1970s, and 
undoubtedly, for many other projects throughout the state. In 2002, Settergren was 
awarded the Missouri Society of American Foresters’ highest honor, the Karkhagne 
Award. Both on the Columbia campus and at the University Forest summer camp, 
thousands of students knew him as a passionate teacher and a good friend.  

TOM TONEY was a wildlife biologist (now retired) in the Wildlife Division of the 
Missouri Department of Conservation, with a love of native plants and natural com-
munities, especially prairies. He was involved in some of the Department’s first plant 
inventories of its lands, one of which was the massive Ted Shanks Conservation 
Area on the Mississippi River. He was interested in the importance of native plants 
as wildlife food, and helped with food habits research. He was the Department’s 
first “Prairie Biologist” and was given management responsibility for Department 
prairies in southwestern Missouri. His management favored native species, conser-
vative species enhancement, and diverse prairie natural communities. He experi-
mented with different timing of prescribed burns and haying, to assure that rare and 
conservative native plant species persisted as well as the more aggressive natives. 
He was an accomplished botanist and one of the few employees at the Depart-
ment with an in-depth knowledge of the vascular plants of the prairie. He was also 



20

JOHN WYLIE (deceased) was the first Natural History Chief for the Missouri 
Department of Conservation, and believed that part of his new unit’s mission was to 
promote native plants. He used his prodigious influence and creativity to make this 
happen. Wylie wanted amateur and professional botanists of the state to interact 
and advocate for the protection of native plants and their habitats. To promote this, 
he proposed the formation of the Missouri Native Plant Society and called people 
together for a statewide meeting, which he hosted, to explore the concept. An 
organizational meeting for the society followed. Wylie assigned Department staff 
to support the new group in many ways during its formative years. He recognized 
the importance of Steyermark’s Flora of Missouri and worked with Dr. Peter Raven 
from the Missouri Botanical Garden to begin the research and publication of an 
update of that book, hiring George Yatskievych to assume leadership of the project. 
Yatskievych’s work was funded through the Department. Wylie created a new bota-
nist position within the Department. He promoted the acquisition by the Department 
of important areas based primarily on their botanical significance including Holly 
Ridge, Pickle Spring, Allred Lake, Hornersville Swamp, Star School Hill Prairie, 
Buford Mountain, Sand Ponds Natural Area, Corkwood Natural History Area, and 
many public prairies. John supported the establishment of the Missouri Natural 
Features Inventory and the Natural Heritage Database. He strongly advocated for 
the Missouri Natural Areas Program and hired the first natural areas coordinator 
to strengthen that program. Wylie was a popular public speaker and loved to talk 
about the significance of Missouri’s native flora. He was also a prolific popular  
writer, authoring dozens of article for the Missouri Conservationist magazine. 
Wylie’s legacy resides in scores of floristically rich public lands that would not have 
been protected without his direction, the Missouri Native Plant Society, the revised 
and expanded Steyermark’s Flora of Missouri, and the dozens of Department 
foresters and natural history staff that he hired and influenced during their careers.

GEORGE YATSKIEVYCH received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
the University of Arizona, and a Ph.D. in Plant Sciences from the University of 
Indiana, Bloomington. In 1987, the Missouri Department of Conservation and the 
Missouri Botanical Garden collaborated on a monumental undertaking—research 
and publication of an update of Steyermark’s Flora of Missouri. Yatskievych was 
hired as project leader. The many changes in plant diversity and distribution since 
the 1963 publication of Steyermark’s original Flora resulted in an expansion of the 
original publication into three volumes. The final volume of the opus was published 
in 2013. The completed revision—Steyermark’s Flora of Missouri—was hailed 
as a landmark achievement that would be used for decades, if not centuries, to 
come. In total, the volumes’ 3,600 pages list nearly 3,000 plants, including 750 
species previously undocumented in Missouri, and some of which were entirely 
new to science. George has gone on record, advising, “This is not a field guide. 
It’s not just a book of pretty pictures. It may even be too much for some people.” 
Yet the revised Flora is an essential tool for botanists, conservationists, scientists, 
land planners, and gardeners, and it is impossible to overestimate the value of 
Yatskievych’s work in providing access to information about Missouri’s native plants, 
to both professional and amateur botanists.
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